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asm and energy. Indeed, I do not hesitate to say that, for some years, my higher lectures were mainly sustained by students whose home is in this country. But I deem it my duty to refer here to some difficulties that have occasionally arisen in connection with the coming of American students to Gottin-gen. Perhaps a frank statement on my part, at this opportunity, will contribute to remove these difficulties in part. What I wish to speak of is this. It frequently happens at Gottingen, and probably at other German universities as well, that American students desire to take the higher courses when their preparation is entirely inadequate for such work. A student having nothing but an elementary knowledge of the differential and integral calculus, usually coupled with hardly a moderate familiarity with the German language, makes a decided mistake in attempting to attend my advanced lectures. If he comes to Gottingen with such a preparation (or, rather, the lack of it), he may, of course, enter the more elementary courses offered at our university; but this is generally not the object of his coming. Would he not do better to spend first a year or two in one of the larger American universities ? Here he would find more readily the transition to specialized studies, and might, at the same time, arrive at a clearer judgment of his own mathematical ability; this would save him from the severe disappointment that might result from his going to Germany.
I trust that these remarks will not be misunderstood. My presence here among you is proof enough of the value I attach to the coming of American students to Gottingen. It is in the interest of those wishing to go there that I speak; and for this reason I should be glad to have the widest publicity given to what I have said on this point.
Another difficulty lies in the fact that my higher lectures have frequently an encyclopedic character, conformably to the general tendency of my programme. This is not always justd new ideas, whether these be original with them, or derived from some other source, from the teachings of other mathematicians. Such men will spend their time at Gottingen most profitably to themselves.
